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CHAPTER 233

BELIZEPORT AUTHORITY

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTION

PART |
Preliminary
1. Shorttitle
2. I nterpretation.
PART II

Establishment, Constitution, Management
and Saff

3. Egtablishment of the Authority.

4, Condtitution of the Authority.

5. Sed of the Authority.

6. Serviceof notice.

7. Procedure and meetingsof the Authority.

8. Disclosureof interest and abstaining fromvoting.
9. Appointment of committee.

10. Power to delegate.
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11.  Appointment of Ports Commissioner and port managers.
12.  Appointment of officersand servants.
13.  Publicservants.
14. Establishment and mai ntenance of superannuation schemes.
15. Protection of the Authority.
16.  Protection of members.
17.  Policy.
18.  Consultativebody.
PART I11
Duties and General Powers, Provisions
relating to Land, Property and
Undertakings of the Authority
19.  Powersand duties.
20. Designation of ports.
21. Power to vest reclamationsin Authority.
22.  Apparatus, etc., not subject to distress, etc.
23. Private ports.
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PART IV
Financial
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25.  Applicationof revenueof Authority.
26.  Temporary investment of funds.
27.  Power to borrow.
28.  Temporary borrowing.
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PART V
Responsibility of the Authority asa
Warehouseman
36. Liability for loss, etc., of goods.
37. Limitationof liability for loss, etc., wherefa seaccount isgiven.
PART VI
Dues, Charges and Tariff Book
38. Duesand chargeswhen due.
39. Duesand chargesin respect of ship.
40.  Appointment of agent.
41.  Security for charges.
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48.  Authorised officer’spower tolevy charges, etc.
49, Effect of non-removal of goods.
50.  Authority to sell goodsupon request by Comptroller.
51.  Application of the proceedsof sae.
52.  Compilation of dues, chargesand Tariff Book.
PART VII
Pilotage
53.  Compulsory pilotage.
54.  Authority toemploy pilots.
55.  Appointment and functionsof the Pilotage Committee.
56.  Conditution of Pilotage Committee,
57. Members deemed to be public servants.
58. Rules
59.  Examinationforlicence.
60. Enquiriesby Pilotage Committee.

61.  Submissionof Pilotage Committee sfindingsand recommendations
to Authority.

62. Liability of themaster or owner inthe case of aship under pilotage.
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63. Limitationsto pilot’sliability when bondisgiven.
64. Pilotage Committeeand Authority not liablefor lossor damage
occasioned by pilots.
65. Proceedingsin respect of pilots.
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Soecial Provisionsin Relation to Ports
66. Master to supply information.
67. Power of Ports Commissioner inrelationto ships.
68. Power in respect to wrecks, etc.
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74. Regulations.
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76. Personsendangering safety of operations.
77. Failureto comply with directionsunder section 69, etc.
78. Failureto employ licensed pilot.
79. Magter’ sfailureto giveinformation or giving falseinformation.
80. Master refusing entry to authorised officer.
81. Evasion of duesand charges.
82.  Fasereturns.
83. Demandingimproper account.
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85.  Powersof arrest.
86. Paceoftrid.
87. Ports Commissioner may confer power on officers.
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Legal Provisions
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91.  Overpayment or underpayment of duesand charges.

PART XI

Transfer of Assets, Liabilities, Functions, etc.

92.  Transfer of assets.
93. Land vested in Authority to befreefrom municipal rate and taxes.
94, Exemptionfromincometax.
95.  Savingsfor subsidiary legidation.

PART XII

Miscellaneous and General Powers
96.  Authority may gppoint constables.
97.  Bondedwarehouse.
98.  PortsCommissioner’sFiat.
99. Proof.
100. Recovery of sums.
101. Moneysrecoveredto bepaid into account of the Authority.
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CAP. 189,
CHAPTER 233 R. E. 1980-1990.
20f 1976.
BELIZE PORT AUTHORITY Lo
150f 1989.
[1st October, 1976 - Parts|-IV and XI-X1I (1992
1st January, 1980 - Parts VI, VIl and IX-X  S.1.540f 1976.
Ist July, 1980 - Part V 1st November 1981 S-1-10f 1980,
-Part VII]
PART |
S.1.52 of 1980.
Preliminary S.1.910f 1981.
1. ThisAct may becited asthe Belize Port Authority Act. Short title
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:- Interpretation
“animal” meansany animatething of any kind except ahuman being;
“Authority” meansthe Belize Port Authority established under section 3;
“Authority pilot” meansapilot employed by the Authority pursuant to section
A,
“authorised officer” meansaperson authorised by the Ports Commissioner to
exercisethe powersand perform the dutiesin respect of which theexpression
isused;
“beacon” meansany light, mark or sign used asan aid to navigation, other than
alighthouse or buoy;
“Board” meansthe Board of the Authority appointed pursuant to section 4;
“buoy” includesany floating light, mark or sign used asan aid to navigation,
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other than alighthouse;

“charges’ meansany chargesor rateslevied by the Authority under thisAct
and includesany rent but doesnot include dues,

“Chairman” meansthe Chairman of the Authority andincludesany personfor
thetimebeing performing thefunctionsof the Chairman;

“constable’” meansaconstable gppointed by the Authority pursuant to section
96;

“dues’ includes pil otage dues, port dues, and tonnage dueslevied under this
Act but doesnot includerates;

“ferry” meansany vessdl plying from oneside of awaterway to the other for
the purpose of the carriage of goods or passengers,

“financia year” meanssuch period of twelve monthsasthe Authority, withthe
approva of the Minister, may determineto beitsfinancia year, so however
that the first financia year shall be the period commencing with the
commencement of thisAct and ending with such day asshall befixed by the
Authority;

“Ports Commissioner” means the Ports Commissioner of the Authority
appointed under section 11 and incudes any person appointed to act as Ports
Commissioner;

“goods’ meansall kindsof movableproperty including animas;

“local authority” meansthe Belize City Council constituted pursuant to the

CAP.85
CAP 86. Belize City Council Act, theBelmopan city council congtituted pursuant tothe
CAP87. Belmopan City Council Act, or any town, villageor district council constituted
CAPR.88. pursuant to the Town CouncilsAct or Village CouncilsAct;
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Belize Port Authority [CAP.233 13

“master” inrelation to aship, meansany person (other than an Authority
pilot) having chargefor thetime being of that ship;

“Minister” meanstheMinister responsiblefor Ports;
“owner” whenusedinrelation-

(@ togoods, includesany consignor, consignee, shipper or agent
of theowner for the sale, custody, loading, handling, discharge
or delivery of such goods;

(b) toany ship, includesany part owner, charterer, operator,
consignee or mortgagee in possession thereof or any duly
authorised agent of such person;

“perishablegoods’ meansgoodsliableto rapid deterioration and, inparticul ar,
includesfish, fruit, vegetables, meet, poultry, smal animasor any other things
including plants, game, butter, eggs, milk, cheese, and any other thingwhichthe
Authority may by notice published in the Gazette declare to be perishable
goods;

“Pilotage Committee” meansthe Pil otage Committee appointed under section
55 of thisAct;

“ports” meansthe Belize City Port, Corozal Port, Dangriga Port, Commerce
Bight Port, Riversdale Port, and PuntaGorda Port or any placewhich may be
designated asaport by the Minister;

“port manager” meansaport manager appointed under section 11, andincludes
every person appointed to act as port manager;

“premises’ includesany immovabl e property whether open or enclosed, whether
built on or not, whether public or private and whether maintained or not under
datutory authority;
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Establishment of
the Authority.

Constitution of
the Authority.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE [

“Regulations’ meanstheregulationsmade under thisAct;

“ship” includesany ship, vessdl, tug or boat of any kind whatsoever whether it
ispropelled by steam or otherwise or istowed;

“Tariff Book” meansthe Tariff Book prepared and published under section 52
(4);

“vehicle’ meansany vehicletowed or propelled by any meanswhatsoever for
the portage of goods or persons otherwisethan by sea.

PART II
Establishment, Constitution, Management and Saff

3.-(1) Thereishereby established for the purposes of thisAct abody to be
caledthe Belize Port Authority.

2 The Authority shall be a body corporate with perpetual
succession and acommon seal and with power assuch to enter into contracts,
to sueand be sued by law initscorporate name and may for all purposesbe
described by such name, to acquire, hold, mortgage, lease and dispose of all
kindsof property movable and immovable and to do and perform such acts
and things as bodies corporate may by law do and perform subject to the
provisonsof thisAct.

4.-(1) TheAuthority shal beadministered by aBoard conssting of theMinister
or aperson representing him who shall be Chairman of the Board, aperson
nominated by the Financial Secretary, and eight members appointed by the
Miniger.

2 Every member shdl be appointed for aperiod of twoyearsand
shdl, upontheexpiry of histerm of gppointment, bedigiblefor re-gppointment,
but where beforetheexpiry of histerm of office, any member ceasestobea
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Belize Port Authority [CAP.233 15

member for any reason, the Minister may appoint another person, one of the
same description under subsection (1), to serve the unexpired term of the
vacating member.

(3 TheMinigter shdl gppoint afit and proper persontobeSecretary  7of 1992.
totheBoard.

4 If any member isunableto attend the meetings of the Board due
toillness, or temporary absencefrom Belize, the Minister may appoint aperson
to act asmember in hisplace until such member isabletoreturnto hisduties.

(5) TheMinister may at any time, and without stating any reason,
revoke the appointment of any member if he considersit expedient to do so.

(6) Theappointment and termination of office of every member shall
be published inthe Gazette.

(7 The quorum of the Board shall be the Chairman and any five
members.,

5.-(1) Thesed of the Authority shall bekept inthe custody of theChairmanor  Seal of the
of the Ports Commissioner and may be affixed toinstrumentspursuanttoa  Authority.
resolution of the Board and in the presence of the Chairman and one other

member and the Ports Commissioner.

2 Thesed of the Authority shal be authenticated by the Signatures
of the Chairman or such other person as may be performing thefunctionsof the
Chairman and the Ports Commissioner, and such seal shall beofficially and
judicidly noticed.

(3 All deeds, instruments, contractsand other documents, other than
those required by law to be under seal, made by, and all decisions of, the
Authority may besgnified under thehand of the Chairman, or such other person
asmay be performing thefunctionsof the Chairman or Ports Commissioner.
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16 CAP. 233] Belize Port Authority

Serviceof notice.  6.-(1) Serviceof any notice, order or other document required or authorised
to be served under this Act or any regul ationsto be served on any person by
the Ports Commissioner, any authorised officer or officersmay be served-

(@ byddiveringittotheperson; or

(b) byleavingitat theusual or last known place of abode of the
person; or

() bysendingit by registered post addressed to the person
at hisusual or last known address.

2 Service of any notice, order or other document required or
authorised to be served under this Act or any regulations on the Ports
Commissioner, any authorised officer or officersmay be served-

(@ by ddiveringthenoticeor other document to the Ports
Commissioner or to theauthorised officer; or

(b) byleavingit at theofficeof the Ports Commissioner; or

() bysendingit by registered post addressed to the Ports
Commissioner at the office of the Authority.

Procedure and 7.-(1) TheBoard shall meet at such time asmay benecessary or expedient
meeting of the for thetransaction of business, and such meetingsshall be held at such place
Authority. and time and on such daysasthe Board may determine.

2 TheBoard shall meet at |east once every month.

(3) The Chairman may at any time call aspecial meeting of the
Board.

4 Thedecision of the Board with regard to any question shall be
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determined by vote of themgjority of the memberspresent at the meeting of the
Board and in any case when the votes of the memberspresent inregard to any
question shall be equally divided, the Chairman presiding at the meeting shdl
haveacasting votein additionto hisownvote.

(5) Minutes of the proceedings of each meeting of the Board shall
bekept in such manner asthe Board may determineand shall be confirmed by
the Chairman as soon as practi cabl e thereafter at asubsequent meeting.

(6) The Board may co-opt any one or more personsto attend any
particular meeting of the Board for the purpose of assisting or advising the
Board, but no such co-opted person shall have any right to vote.

(7 Subject to thissection, the Board shall have power to regulate
itsown proceedings.

8.-(1) Itshall betheduty of amember of theBoardwhoisinany way, whether  Disclosure of
directly or indirectly, interested in an application tothe Authority for acontract ~ interest and

or proposed contract with the Authority, to declarethe nature of hisinterest at sgfiti"g”' ng from
thefirst meeting of the Board at whichit ispracticablefor himto do so. '

2 A member of theBoard shal not votein respect of any contract
or proposed contract with the Authority in which heisin any way interested,
whether directly or indirectly.

3 Where any member of the Board who isin any way whether
directly or indirectly interested in an gpplication to the Authority for acontract
or proposed contract with the Authority failsto declarethe matter of hisinterest
at thefirst meeting of the Board at whichit ispracticablefor himto do so, or
where such amember votes on any decision relating to such a contract or
proposed contract, such contract shall, if entered into thereafter by the Board
inignorance of theinterest of the member in the contract, be voidable at the
discretion of the Board and, where such determination rendersthe Authority
liabletoadamindamages, themember concerned shdl indemnify the Authority
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Appointment of
committee.

Power to delegate.

Appointment of
Ports
Commissioner and
port managers.

againgt any suchclam.

9.-(1) TheBoard may appoint acommitteeto examineand reporttoiton
any matter whatsoever arising out of or connected with any of itsfunctions
under thisAct.

2 Any suchcommitteeshdl consst of at least onemember together
with such other persons, whether membersor not, whose ass stanceor service
the Authority may desire.

) Where persons, other than membersof the Board, are members
of acommittee appointed under thissection, or whereany personisco-opted
under section 7 (6), the Board may declare the remuneration and allowances
of such persons, and such sumsshdl properly be payableout of thefundsand
resourcesof the Authority.

4 The Board may by resolution reject the report of any such
committee or adopt it either wholly or with such modifications, additionsor
adaptationsasthe Board may think fit.

10.  Subject to this Act, the Board may delegate to any member or
committee of the Board the power and authority to carry out onitsbehalf such
dutiesasthe Board may determine.

11.-(1) TheBoard shdll, at such salary and upon such termsand conditionsas
it may determine, appoint-

(@ aPortsCommissioner;
(b)  suchnumber of port managersasit thinksfit.
2 The Ports Commissioner shall bethe chief executive officer of

the Authority and shall exercisedll thefunctionsentrusted to him by thisAct
and any regulations, and (whether or not heisamember), shall be present at
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all meetings of the Board unless he has obtained leave of absencefrom the
Chairman or isincapacitated by illnessor other causesfrom attendance of such
meetings.

3 In the event of the absence of the Ports Commissioner, the
Board may, by instrument in writing, appoint any person to act as Ports
Commissioner during the period of such absence upon suchtermsand conditions
asit may determine. The person so appointed may exerciseall powersanddl
the duties under this Act to be performed by the Ports Commissioner or as
many of such powersand dutiesasmay be specified in such instrument.

12.-(1) TheBoard may appoint and employ, at suchremunerationandonsuch  Appointment of
termsand conditions asit thinksfit, such officersand servantsasit deems ~ Officersand
necessary for the proper carrying out of itsfunctionsunder thisAct. servants.

2 The persons so engaged shall perform such dutiesas may be
assigned to them by the Ports Commi ssioner.

13.  Theofficersand servantsof every descriptionemployed by theAuthority  Public servants.
shall bedeemed to be public servantswithinthemeaning of theCrimina Code. ~ CAP. 101.

14.-(1) TheAuthority may providefor theestablishment and maintenanceof a  Establishment
Pension Scheme, aSocial Security Schemeor aProvident Fund Schemefor ~ and mainten-
the benefit of the officersand employees of the Authority. ance of super-

annuation
schemes.
2 Without prgjudiceto thegenerdity of subsection (1), thePension
Scheme, Socia Security Scheme, or the Provident Fund Scheme may enable
the Authority to-
(@ grantgratuities, pensionsor superannuation alowancesto, or
to thewidows, families, or dependantsof , itsemployees,
(b)  egablishcontributory and superannuation schemesand establish
and contributeto superannuation fundsfor the benefit of its
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Protection of the

Authority.

Protection of
members.

Policy.

employees;

() enterintoand carry into effect agreementswith any insurance
company or other associ ation or company for securing to any
such employee, widow, family or dependant such gratuities,
pensionsor allowancesasare by thissection authorized to be
granted.

15. Thevalidity of any act done or proceedingstaken under this
Act shall not be questioned on the ground of -

(@ theexistenceof any vacancy inthe membership of theBoard
or any defect in the constitution of the Authority; or

(b) thecontravention by amember of the Board of section 8; or

() anyomission, defect or irregularity not affecting themeritsof
thecase.

16. No personal liability shall attach to any member of the Board in
respect of anything doneor suffered ingood faith under theprovisionsof this
Act, and any sums of money, damages or costs which may be recovered
against any such member in respect of any act or thing done bonafidefor the
purpose of carrying this Act into effect shall be paid out of the fundsand
resourcesof the Authority.

17.-(1) TheBoard may givetothe PortsCommissioner directionsof agenera
character astothepolicy to befollowed inthe performance of hisfunctionsin
relation to matters appearing to himto concernthe public interest.

2 The Ports Commissioner shall furnish the Board with such
returns, accountsand other information asit may requirewith respect to the
property and activitiesof the Authority, and shdl affordtoit facilitiesfor verifying
suchinformationinsuch manner and a suchtimesasthe Board may reasonably
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require.

18.-(1) TheBoard may makeregulations providing for the establishment of Consultative
aconsultative body- body.

(@ torepresenttheinterestsof personsusing facilitiesunder the
control of the Authority;

(b)  forholdingof consultationsbetweenthebody andthe Authority;

() enablingthebody to makerepresentationsto the Authority,
or to any particular officer of the Authority, withaview to
safeguarding thoseinterests.

2 Regul ationsmade under this section may contain suchincidental
and supplementa provisions(excluding provisionsfor themaking of payments)
to persons serving on that body as the Board considers expedient for the
purposes of theregulations.

PART Il

Duties and General Powers,
Provisions relating to Land, Property and
Undertakings of the Authority

19.-(1) Subject tothisAct, the Authority ishereby empoweredto provide, in  Powers and
accordancewith thisAct and any regulationsmadethereunder, acoordinated ~ duties.
and integrated system of ports, lighthousesand port services.

2 Subject to this Act, the Authority may, for the purpose of
performing any of itsfunctionsunder thisAct, do any act and enter into any
transaction which, in the opinion of the Authority, isnecessary to ensurethe
performanceof itsfunctions.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.
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(3 In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the
provisionsof subsections (1) and (2), it shall bethe duty of the Authority-

(@) tooperatetheportsasappearstoit best calculated to serve
thepublicinterest;

(b) toregulateand control navigationwithinthelimitsof such ports
and their approaches;

() tomaintain, improveand regulatethe useof such portsand
servicesand facilitiestherein asit considers necessary or
desirable;

(d) toprovidefor such portsand the approachesthereto such
pil otage services, beacons, buoysand other navigational
servicesand aidsasit considersnecessary or desirable;

() toexercisethedutiesandfunctionsrelatingto shippingand
navigation exercisable under the provisionsof any other law.

Designation of 20.-(1) The Minister may, by Order publishedin the Gazette, designate any
ports. place, not already included under the definition of theterm “port” herein, a
port for the purposesof thisAct.

2 TheMinister shal, by Order publishedinthe Gazette, define
thelimitsof the portsnamed in this Act and any other placedesignated asa

port by him under subsection (1).

Power to vest 21.-(1) Any wharf, dock, and other public work constructed by the

reclamationsin Government along, across, or extending out from the foreshore, within the

Authority. limitsof any port, and theland onwhichit isconstructed, any land reclaimed
fromthe sea, and any part of theforeshore, stuatewithinthelimitsaforesaid,
may bevested in the Authority upon suchtermsand conditionsasthe Minister
responsibletherefor may determine.
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2 Nothinginthissection shall betakento derogatefromor interfere
withtheuseof privaterightsand the payment of adequate compensation under
any enactment providing for compensation.

22.  Whenany gpparatus, fixtureor fitting owned by or inthecustody of the  Apparatus, etc.,
Authority isplacedin or upon any premisesnot beinginthepossessionof the  not subject to
Authority for the purposesof carrying out thefunctionsof the Authority, such ~ distress, etc.
gpparaus, fixtureor fitting shall not be subject todistressor betakenin execution

under processof any court or any proceedingsin bankruptcy against the person
inwhosepossessionitis.

23.-(1) Notwithstanding anything contained inthisAct, theMinister may, after  Private ports.
consultation with the Authority, grant in writing a licence to any person,
corporation or other body to construct and operate a private port subject to
such terms, conditionsand restrictionsand on the payment of such feesasthe
Minister may consider appropriate.

150of 1989.

2 A licencegranted under subsection (1) shall befor aperiod not
exceeding thirty years, but may berenewed fromtimetotime.

3 Every licence granted under thissection shall-
(@ definethelimitsof theprivate port;

(b) makeprovisonfor tariffs, chargesand other fees (by whatever
name expressed) to belevied and collected at such aport.

4 TheMinister may, after consultation with the Authority, make
regulationseither generally for thegovernance of private portsor specifically
for aprivate port licensed under subsection (1).

(5) Without prejudiceto the generality of theforegoing, alicence
granted under subsection (1) or regulations made under subsection (4) may
authorisethe person, corporation or other body to whom such licenceisgranted
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Revenue of the

to make by-laws, subject to the approval of the Minister, for all matters
connected with or incidental to the control and regulation of aprivate port.

(6) TheMinister may, if satisfied that there hasbeen abreach of the
terms and conditions of a licence granted under subsection (1) or any

contravention of the provisonsof thissection or theregul ationsmadethereunder,
revokesuchlicence.

PART IV
Financial

24.-(1) Therevenueof the Authority shall consist of-

Authority.

(@ thesumsreceived by the Authority inrespect of duesand
chargeslevied and payablein pursuance of thisAct and any
regulations,

(b)  suchsumsasthe Authority may borrow for meeting any of
itsobligationsor dischargingitsfunctions;

(c) 4l other sumsthat may become payableto or vested inthe
Authority inrespect of any matter incidental toitspowers
andduties,

2 All sumsreferred to in subsection (1) shal bepaidintoand
placed to the credit of an account to be maintained in the name of the
Authority at abank approved by the Minister.
Application of 25.  Therevenueof theAuthority inany financia year shal beappliedin
revenue of payment of thefollowing charges-
Authority.

(@ theinterest and sinking fund contribution onany loan
payableby the Authority;
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(b)

©

(d

©

(f)

@
(h)

the sumsrequired to be paid to the Government towardsthe
repayment of any |loans made by the Government to the
Authority;

the salaries, remuneration, allowances, pensions, gratuities,
provident fund and other superannuation benefits of the
officersand servants, employed in or in connection withthe
activitiescarried on by the Authority;

theworking and establishment expensesof, and theexpenditure
on, or provision for the maintenance of the property and
ingalationsof, the Authority, and thedischarge of thefunctions
of the Authority properly chargeableto revenue accounts,

such sumsasthe Authority may consider appropriateto set
asidein respect of obsolescence and depreciation or renewal

of theproperty or installations of the Authority, having regard

to theamounts set aside out of revenue under paragraphs(a)

and (b);

the cost, or any portion thereof, of any new works, plant or
appliancesnot being arenewa of property of the Authority
whichthe Authority may determineto chargetorevenue;

sumsto be appropriated to the Reserve Fund;

any other expenditureauthorized by the Authority and properly
chargeableto revenue.

26.-(1) TheAuthority may fromtimeto timeinvest, with the approval of the
Minister responsiblefor Finance, any of itsfundsnot immediately required to
be expendedin the meeting of itsobligationsor inthedischargeof itsfunctions.

@
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Authority’saccount as provided in section 24 (2).

Power toborrow.  27.-(1) SubjecttothisAct, the Authority may fromtimetotimefor the purposes
of thisAct raiseloans-

@

()
2

(@)

()

©

(d)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

fromthe Government; or

with the consent of the Board, from any other source.

The power to borrow under this section may be exercised-

to borrow and re-borrow moneys by the issue and sale of
debenturesor debenture stock or other security for thepurpose
of railsing thefundsof the Authority for theeffectual exercise
by it of the powersconferred by thisAct;

to create and i ssue debentures or debenture stock or other

security for any debentures or debenture stock respectively
issued in respect of moneys previously borrowed by the

Authority, and not repaid;

to create, issue and sell debentures or debenture stock or
other security for the purpose of borrowing money for
redeeming any loansowing by the Authority and for paying
theexpensesincurred in theissue and creation of debentures
or debenture stock or other security and otherwise carrying
out the provisionsof thisAct;

to effect any conversion authorised by thissection either by
arrangement with the holders of the existing debenturesor
debenture stock or other security, or by the purchase of
debenturesor debenture stock or other security out of money
raised by the sale of the debentures or debenture stock or
other security, or partly intheoneway and partly intheother.
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(3 Without prejudiceto the next following section, the power of the
Authority to borrow under this section shal not be exercised unlessaproposal
inwriting showing-

(@ theamount and particularsof the proposed loan;
(b) therateof interest to be paid ontheloan;
() thesourceor sourcesfromwhichtheloanisto beobtained;

(d) thepurposestowhichthemoney proposed to beborrowedis
to beapplied; and

(¢ themannerinwhichtheloanistoberepaid,
isfirst submitted for the approval of the Minister of Finance.

28.  TheAuthority may withthe consent of the Minister of Finance, from  Temporary
timeto time borrow, by way of atemporary loan or overdraft fromabank or ~ Porrowing.
otherwise, any sumwhichit may temporarily require-

(@ forthepurposeof defraying expenses, pending therece pt of
revenuerecoverableby it inrespect of the period of account
inwhich those expensesare chargeable;

(b) forthepurposeof defraying, pending thereceipt of money due
inrespect of any loan authorised to beraised under section 27
(2), expensesintended to be defrayed by any such loan;

() forany other purpose approved by the Board.

29.-(1) Withtheapproval of the National Assembly, theMinister of Finance ~ Guaranteeof
may guarantee, in such manner and on such conditionsashemay think fit, the ~ borrowing of
payments of the principal and interest of any authorised borrowing of the ~ AUthority:
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Authority.

2 Wherethe Minister of Financeis satisfied that there hasbeen
default in the payment of any principa moneysor interest guaranteed under
thissection, he shall direct the repayment out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund of the amount in respect of which there has been such default.

(3 The Authority shall maketo the Accountant General, at such
timesand in such manner asthe Minister of Financemay direct, any payments
of such amountsas may be so directed in or towards repayment of any sums
issuedinfulfillment of any guarantee given under thissection, and payment of
interest on what isoutstanding for the time being in respect of any sumsso
issued at such ratesasthe Minister of Finance may direct, and different rates
of interest may bedirected asregards different sumsand asregardsinterest
for different periods.

Reserve Fund. 30.  TheAuthority shal establishaReserve Fund which shall bededt with
and applied inaccordance with any directionwhichmay fromtimetotimebe
giventothe Authority by the Minister of Finance.

Estimatesin 31.-(1) TheBoard shal causeto be prepared every year, in suchform asmay

respect of be prescribed by the Financia Secretary, estimatesof expenditureand revenue

financial year. inrespect of theensuing financia year, and shall adopt such estimatesin respect

150f 1989.
of that year.

2 Supplementary estimatesmay be adopted at any meeting of the
Board.

150f 1989. 3 The estimates of revenue and expenditure in respect of the
financial year and al supplementary estimatesin respect of that year shall,
upon adoption by the Authority, be sent totheMinister responsiblefor Finance
throughtheMinister responsgiblefor the Authority, and theMinister responsible
for Finance shall present the said estimatesto the National Assembly with
such amendments, if any, ashemay consider necessary.
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32.-(1) The Authority shall keep proper accountsof al itstransactionsanda  Accounts.
statement of accounts shall be kept and made up in respect of each financial
yedr.

2 The statement of accountsin respect of eachfinancia year shall
present atruepictureandfair view of thefinancial position of the Authority and
of theresults, for thefinancial year towhichit relates, of the operationsof the
Authority.

33.-(1) Theaccountsof theAuthority shall beauditedineachfinancia yearby  Audit.
the Auditor-Generd or such other auditor astheMinister of Financemay appoint.

2 TheBoard, officersand servants of the Authority shall grant
accesstothe Auditor-Generd or such other auditor asshall have been appointed
by the Minister of Financeto all books, deeds, contracts, accounts, vouchers,
or other documentswhich he may think necessary to call for, and the Auditor-
Genera or such other auditor may requireany person holding or accountable
for any such document to appear before him and make asigned statement in
relation thereto and may requirefrom such person suchinformation ashethinks

necessary.

3 Any person to whom arequest to produce a document or to
enter an appearance and make and sign astatement or furnishinformationis
made, who failswithout reasonabl e excuse to comply with such requisition,
commitsan offenceand isliable on summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
fivehundred dollarsor to aterm of imprisonment not exceeding three months.

34.  TheAuditor-Generd or any auditor gppointed by theMinister of Finance  Auditor’s
shall, assoon as practicableand not later than three monthsafter theaccounts  report.
have been submitted for audit, send an audited statement of accountsand his

report in respect of hisaudit for thefinancia year to the Authority.

35.-(1) The Authority shall, as soon as practicable and not later thanthree  Report.
monthsafter thereceipt of such accountsand report as provided in section 34,
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submit areport to the Minister of Finance containing-
(@ agatement of such accountsof the Authority; and

(b)  anaccount of theactivitiesof the Authority during thepreceding
financial year in such form asthe Minister of Finance may
direct.

2 TheMinister shall causeacopy of thereport, together witha
copy of theaudited statement of theaccountsand theauditor’ sreport thereon,
to belaid on thetable of the House of Representativeswithin one month of
receipt thereof.

PART V
Responsibility of the Authority as a Warehouseman

Liabilityforloss,  36.  SubjecttothisAct or any regulationsor any contract, the Authority
etc., of goods. shall not beliablefor theloss, misddlivery, detention of or damageto goods-

(&) deliveredto orinthe possession of the Authority, otherwise
thanfor the purposesof carriage and warehouse except where
such loss, misdelivery, detention or damageis caused by
negligenceonthepart of any person employed by or on behalf
of the Authority;

(b)  accepted by the Authority for carriage or warehousing where
suchloss, misdelivery, detention or damage occursotherwise
thanwhilethegoodsareintrangt or beingwarehoused andis
not caused by negligence onthe part of any person employed
by or on behalf of the Authority:

Provided that the Authority shall in no case beliablefor suchloss,
misdelivery, detention or damagearising from-
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() anactof God;
(i)  anactof war or the Queen’senemies;

(i) anarrestorrestraint of princesor rulers, or seizure
under legal process;

(iv) anactor omission of theconsignor, consignee, or
depositor, or of the servant or agent of any such person;

(v) fire flood, tempest, riots, civil commoation, strikes, lock
outs, stoppage or restraint of labour fromwhatever
cause, whether partial or general;

(vi) inherentliability towastageinbulk or weight, latent, or
inherent defect, inherent vice or natural deterioration;

(vii) deficiency inthe contentsof unbroken packages,

(viii) insufficiency orimproper packing or leakagefrom
defectivedrums, containersor packages.

Provided further that where such loss, misddivery, detention or damage
occurs in relation to goods accepted by the Authority for carriage or for
warehous ng, thelimitation contained in section 37 shall apply.

37.  Theliability of the Authority in respect of any goods accepted by the  Limitation of
Authority for carriageor warehousing, andinrelationtowhichanaccount false  liability for loss,

inany material particular hasbeen given under section 47 shall not inany case ztciénvnr:e{sfdse

exceed thevalue of thegoodsas calculated by the Authority inaccordance  giyen,
with the description contained in such fal seaccount.
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Dues and charges
when due.

Dues and charges
in respect of ship.

Appointment of
agent.

Security of
Charges.

Detention by
authorised officer.

PART VI
Dues, Charges and Tariff Book

38.  All duesand chargespayable under thisPart shall bepaid at thetime
specified in the regulationsin relation thereto, and where no such timeis
specified, any duesand chargesshall be paid on demand. All duesand charges
shall be deemed to have been demanded when they fall duein accordance
withtheregulations.

39.  SubjecttothisAct and theregulations made thereunder, every ship
which-
(@ entersaportfor the purposeof loading or discharging cargo
or embarking or disembarking passengers, or

(b)  occupiesan anchorage or berth within theport;

shall pay to the Authority the duesand chargesin respect of such shipandfor
any serviceperformed or facility provided inrespect of such shipinaccordance
withtheregulationsunder thisPart.

40.  Every ship shall appoint an agent who shall beresponsiblefor the
payment of the dues and charges, without prejudiceto therecovery by the
agent from theMaster or owner of the ship of such sumspaid on behaf of any
suchship.

41.  Anagentwhointendstoincur aliability inrespect of any of thesums
mentioned in section 39 may deposit with the Authority or guarantee such
sumsasare, inthe opinion of the Authority, reasonable, having regardto the
amount or probable amount of the sumswhich such agent shall beligbleto pay
tothe Authority.

42.-(1) Where any sumsare owing in respect of any ship, any authorised
officer may, with such assi stance as he thinks necessary, enter the ship and
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may arrest the ship and thetackle, appardl and furniturethereof, and may detain
ituntil thesaid sumsarepaid.

2 Whereafter pursuant to subsection (1) an arrestismade, such
sumsremain unpaid for aperiod of seven days, the authorized officer may
causetheship and thetackle, apparel and furniturethereof, to be sold; and may
detainit until the said ship, tackle, apparel and furnitureissold. Out of the
proceedsof such saeheshal retain the amount necessary to meet the expenses
of thedetention and salethereof and shall, after paying theamount of any sums
which areowingtothe Authority, deliver thebalancetothe Agent.

(3) Whereany ship, inrespect of which any sumsare owing and have
not been secured as provided in section 41 leavesthe port and entersor isin
any other port, then such ship may be dealt with asif such sumsso owing and
not secured as aforesaid were sums owing in respect of such other port.

43. Beforethemaster of any shipinaport obtainsoutward clearancefrom  Master required

that port, heshall first obtain from an authorised officer acertificatestatingthat-  to obtain
certificate of

. . . authorised
(@ dlduesandchargesinrespect of theshipandall pendtiesand i er pefore

expensesto whichtheship and her master areliableunder this  requesting
Act or regulationshave been paid or securedtothesatisfaction  clearance.
of theauthorised officer;

(b) hehascompliedwiththe provisionsof thisAct and theregul-
ations.

44.  TheAuthority may, subject tothisAct and any regulations- Power to
determine
(@)  determinetheconditions uponwhich goodsshall becarried f;’tg"g fogjrr?gge
ior: é\i/;r;h;#sed, and different conditionsmay be determined or warehousing,

(b) determinethechargesfor the carriagesor warehousing of
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goodsby the Authority and for any other serviceor facility
performed or provided by the Authority.

Port manager may ~ 45.-(1) Wheretheagent of aship from which any goods have been landed at

retain goods until
freight ispaid.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE [

aport and accepted by the Authority for carriage or warehousing or for ddlivery
totheconggnee, natifiesthe Ports Commissioner or the port manager inwriting
that thefreight or other charges payabl e to the agent of the ship to theamount
specified in the notice, remain unpaid in respect of the goods, the Ports
Commissioner or the port manager, asthe case may be, shadl retainthe goods
and refuse ddlivery of themto the consignee or any other person until-

(@ thepayment of any duesand chargesin respect of such ship
and the goods and customs dutiesthereon;

(b) theproductionof areceipt for, or areleasefrom the payment
of such amount signed, or purporting to besigned, by or on
behalf of theagent; or

() thepayment of suchamount to besigned by the personentitled
totakedelivery thereof.

2 Wherethe Ports Commissioner or the port manager causesto
be delivered any goodsin respect of which anotice has been given under
subsection (1) to aperson producing such receipt or rel ease, or making such
payment asis referred to in paragraphs (b) or (c) of that subsection, the
Authority shall befreed fromall liability to any personin respect of thegoods.

(3) Nothinginthissection shall beconstrued asrequiring any person
totakeinto the custody of the Authority any goodswhichwould not otherwise
bereceivableby the Authority under theprovisonsof thisAct or any regulaions
made thereunder or asrequiring the Ports Commissioner or the port manager
toinquireinto thevalidity of any claim madefor freight or any other sums
madein any notice given by an agent under subsection (1).
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46. Theconsignor or theconsignee, or the person tendering any goodsfor  Consignor or
cariageor warehousing by the Authority or theconsigneeof, or personreceiving  consignee liable
any goodswhich have been carried or warehoused by the Authority shall be ~ for payment of
liablein accordancewith the regul ationsunder thisPart for the charges of such Vﬂﬁi;rng
carriage or warehousing and any other servicesperformed or facility provided '
inrespect of thegoodsby the Authority.

47.-(1) Theconsignor of, or the person tendering any goodsfor carriageor  Duty to deliver
warehousing by the Authority and, on request by an authorised officer, the  description of
consignee of, or person receiving any goods which have been carried or ~ 900ds.
warehoused by the Authority, shall deliver totheauthorised officer thedocuments
asprescribedintheregulationsunder thisPart to enabl e such officer to determine
the charges payablein respect of the carriage or warehousing or any other
service performed or facility providedin respect of the goods.

2 An authorised officer may, for the purpose of verifying the
documentsdelivered under subsection (1), require such consignor, person or
consignee, asthe case may be, to permit him to examine such goods.

3 If such consignor, person or consignee fails to deliver the
documentsreferred toin subsection (1), or to permit such goodsto be examined
asrequired in subsection (2), an authori sed officer may, in respect of thegoods
which aretendered for carriage or warehousing by the Authority, refuseto
accept the goodsfor such carriage or warehousing unlessin respect thereof a
charge not exceeding the highest payablefor any classof goodsispaid.

4 If, in respect of goodswhich have been carried or warehoused
by the Authority, any document delivered under subsection (1) isfound to be
falseinany material particular with respect to the description of any goodsto
whichit purportsto relate, an authorised officer may refuseto deliver such
goods unlessin respect of warehousing or carriage of the goods, acharge not
exceeding doublethe highest charge payablefor any classof goodsispaid.
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Authorised
officer’s power to
levy charges, etc.

Effect of non-

removal of goods.

17of 1978.

48. Inrespect of al goodsin the custody of the Authority in pursuance of
section 45, an authorised officer shall beentitled tolevy such chargesasmay
be determined in accordance with the regul ations made under thisPart and he
may do all such reasonable actsand incur such reasonable expensesasare
necessary for the proper custody and preservation of the goods, and the
Authority shal havealien onthegoodsfor such chargesand any other expenses
and shall be entitled to seize and detain the goods until such chargesarefully

paid.

49.-(1) Subject to this section and without prejudice to the provisions of
section 48 where any goods, except perishable goods, in the custody of the
Authority or on any premisesof the Authority are not removed therefrom
within aperiod of fifteen daysfromthetimewhenthegoodswereplacedinor
on such premises, the Ports Commissioner or the port manager shall causea
noticeto be served on the owner or any other person appearing to the Ports
Commissioner or port manager to beentitled thereto, requiring himto remove
thegoods.

2 Where-

(@ theowner of any goodsinthe possession of the Authority is
not known and no person appearsto be entitled thereto; or

(b) thenaticereferredtoin subsection (1) cannot for any reason
be served; or

(¢) therehasbeenanon-compliancewiththeprovisonsof any
notice served under subsection (1),

the Ports Commissioner or aport manager may, within areasonabletime not
being lessthan four weeks, and by asuitable notice seven daysbeforesalein
the Gazette, sell the goods by public auction.

(3) Wherethe goodsinthe custody of the Authority are perishable
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goods, the Ports Commissioner or aport manager may direct their removal
withinsuch shorter period, not being lessthan twenty-four hoursafter thelanding
thereof asthe Ports Commissioner or aport manager thinksfit, and hemay sell
the goodswithout giving the said notice but shall assoon aspracticableinform
the owner or such other person appearing to be entitled thereto of theaction
that has been taken.

4 No imported goods shall be sold under this section until they
have been entered for home consumption in accordance with the provisionsof
thelaw relating to customs duty and any tax under any enactment.

50.  TheAuthority shall, upon being required to do so by the Comptroller  Authority to sell
of Customsunder the provisionsof section 19 of the Customs Regulation Act, ~ 900ds upon
sell the goods covered by the said request within twenty daysfrom the date of rCec?rLTf)’[slt’oﬁ)ér
such request. 170f 1978,
CAP.49.

51.  Theproceedsof any saleunder section49 or section 50 shall beapplied  Application of
by the Authority asfollows, andinthefollowing order- tsgleeproceeds of

(@ inthepayment of any duty payablein respect of thegoods; 17 of 1978,
(b) inthepayment of theexpensesof sae;

() inthepayment of the sumsduetothe Authority inrespect of
the carriage or warehousing and other service performed or
facility provided in respect of thegoods;

(d) inthepayment of freight and other claimsof which notice under
theprovisionsof thisAct hasbeen given,

and by rendering the surplus, if any, to the owner or the person entitled thereto
ondemand, and if no such demand ismadewithin oneyear fromthe date of the
sdeaf thegoods, by paying thesurplusinto thefundsof the Authority, whereupon
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al rightsto the sameof such person shall be extinguished.

Compilation of 52.-(1) SubjecttothisAct, thedues, conditionsand chargesfor thecarriage

dues, charges and  or warehousing of goods and for any other service or facility performed or

Tariff Book. provided by the Authority when determined, shall bein theform of regulations
made by the Board and shall befirst submitted to the Minister of Financefor
approval.

2 Regulations made under subsection (1) shall haveeffect from
thedate of such publication or from suchlater date asmay be specified therein.

(3) Subject to theapprova of the Minister of Financeand without
prejudiceto subsections (1) and (2), theregulations shall be deemed to have
been made and be embodied in the Tariff Book as provided in accordance
with subsection (4).

4 The Authority shdl causeto be prepared and publishedinsuch
manner asit may think fit, aTariff Book containing al mattersunder thisAct or
any regulationsthat are required to be contained therein, together with such
other mattersasthe Authority may determine.

PART VII

Pilotage
Compulsory 53.-(1) Theterritoria watersof Belize shall becompulsory pilotagewaters
pilotage. and all shipsother than those excepted under subsection (2), navigating within

170f 1978. thosewatersshall do so under the pil otage of alicensed pilot and any failureto

takeon apilot shall render the shipliableto afineof fivehundred dollarsin
additiontothepilotagefee. Thefineandthefeeshall belevied asachargeby
the Authority.

2 For the purposes of thissection, thefollowing shipsareexcepted
ships-
REVISED EDITION 2000
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@
()
©

©

©

3)

shipsbeongingto Her Mgjesty;
shipsowned or operated by the Authority;

ferrying boatsplying assuch exclusively withinthelimitsof a
port;

shipstrading exclusively between portsand other parts of
Bdize

tugs, dredges, bargesor similar vesselswhose ordinary course
of navigation doesnot extend beyond thelimitsof Belize.

The Minister or the Ports Commissioner may exempt from

compul sory pilotageany shipinany particular case.

54.-(1) Subject tothisAct, the Authority may employ such number of pilotsas
it thinksnecessary or expedient for the purpose of providing an adequate and
efficient pilotage service.

@

No person shall beemployed asan Authority Pilot, unlessheis

inpossession of avalid licenceto act asapilot i ssued under section 59.

55.-(1) TheAuthority shall appoint aPilotage Committeefor the purpose of -

@

()

©

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

hol ding examinationsand issuing on behaf of the Authority
licencesto act asan Authority pilot;

holding inquiriesconcerning theconduct of Authority pilotsin
thedischargeof their duties,

making such arrangementsas may benecessary for thetraining
of personsselected for or inthe pil otage service of the Authority;
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Constitution of

Pilotage
Committee.

(d) invedtigatingand advising on such mattersasmay bereferred
to the Committee by the Authority; and

() carryingout such other functionsasare conferred on the
Pilotage Committee by thisAct.

56.-(1) ThePilotage Committeeshall consist of-

(@ thePortsCommissioner, who shall bethe Chairman of the
Committee; and

(b)  four other personsappointed by the Authority, of whomtwo
at least shdl be personswho by reason of their knowledge of
or experience in nautical mattersare, inthe opinion of the
Authority, fit and proper persons to be membersof the
Committee.

2 The appointment of amember of the Pilotage Committee may
befor any period not exceeding threeyears but such member shal bedigible
for regppointment on compl etion of every such period.

(3 Threemembersof the Pilotage Committeeshal form aquorum
at any meeting of the Committee.

4 The Chairman of the Pilotage Committee shall presideat all
mestingsthereof.

(5) If the Chairman isabsent from ameeting or any part thereof,
such member asthe membersof the Pil otage Committee present shall choose,
shdl presideinhisplace.

(6) The Chairman or member presiding at any meeting of the
Pilotage Committee shall haveavoteand inthe case of an equality of votes, a
second or casting vote.
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(7 The Authority may at any time revokethe appointment of any
member of the Pilotage Committeewho by reason of illnessor repeated absence
hasin the opinion of the Authority ceased to be afit and proper person for
holding such an appointment.

57.  Themembersof the Pilotage Committee shall bedeemedtobepublic  Membersdeemed

servantswithin themeaning of the Criminal Code. to public servants.
CAP.101.

58.  SubjecttothisAct, the Authority may fromtimetotimemake, varyor  Rules.

revokerulesfor the purpose of regulating the meetingsand proceedings of the

Pilotage Committee.

59.-(1) ThePilotage Committee shall examine candidatestobelicensedas  Examinationfor
pilotsand on being satisfied asto acandidate' sgenerd fitnessand competency,  licence.
including physicd fitnessto act asapil ot may, on behdf of the Authority, issue
tohimalicenceto act assuch, and such licence may contain such conditionsas

the Pilotage Committee may think fit.

2 Subject to thisPart, every pilot who immediately prior to the
coming into operation of thisPart isperforming theduties of apilot, shall be
deemed to bequdlified asapilot and the Pilotage Committee shdl, on behalf of
the Authority, issueto every such pilot alicenceto act asapilot subject to such
conditionsasthe Pilotage Committee may impose.

3 Every pilot shal, whenever the Pilotage Committee considers
that owing to changed conditionsor for whatever other sufficient reasonthe
further testing of theknowledge, efficiency or physicd fitnessof any such pilot
isnecessary, present himself for further examination, and shall in every such
casefirgt deposit with the Pilotage Committee hislicenceissued by the Pilotage
Committee on behalf of the Authority, which may bereturned or cancelled by
the said Committee on behalf of the Authority, asthe result of such test or
examination determines.

4 The Authority shal not continueto employ asapilot any pilot
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whoselicenceto act assuchiscancelled astheresult of any test or examination
carried out or held under the provisions of subsection (3).

(5) Any licenceissued under this section shall ceaseto bevalid
upon the cancellation of the said licence by the Authority.

(6) No personwho hasnot been granted alicence or whoselicence
has been cancelled by the Authority may continueto act asapilot. Any
personwho doesso commitsan offenceand isliable upon summary conviction
to six monthsimprisonment and afine of onethousand dollars.

17 of 1978. (7 Nothing in thissection shall be deemed to prevent any person
from rendering assistanceto avessel indistressor in circumstancesmaking it
necessary for the master to avail himself of the best assistancewhich can be
found at thetimeuntil duly relieved by aqudified pilot.

Enquiries by 60.-(1) ThePilotage Committee may, and when directed by the Authority
2 |°tagi-‘t shall, hold aninquiry into the conduct of apilot whereit appearsthat he has
ommittee.

been guilty of misconduct affecting his capability asapilot or hasfailedinor
neglected hisduty asapilot or hasbecomeincompetent to act asapilot.

2 For the purposes of suchinquiry, the Pilotage Committee may
summon any personin Belizeto attend any meeting of the said Committeeto
give evidence on oath or produce any document or thing in his possession
relating to the matterswhich are the subject matter of suchinquiry andto be
examined asawitness.

(3) Any personwho-
(@ being summonedto attend any suchinquiry failsto do so;

(b) offersany act of disrepect orinsult or any threat tothe Pilotage
Committee or any member thereof during aninquiry; or
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() beingrequired by the Pilotage Committeeto giveevidenceon
oath or affirmation or to produce adocument or other thing,
refusesto do so,

commitsan offenceand isliable on summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
fivehundred dollarsor to aterm of imprisonment not exceeding three months.

61.-(1) Wherethe Pilotage Committee, after dueinquiry inaccordancewith ~ Submission of
thisPart and after hearing any statement that may be offered in defence, finds ~ Pilotage

that apilot hasbeen guilty of misconduct affecting hiscapability asapilotorhas ~ Sommitiees
o . . k findings and
failedinor neglected hisduty asapilot or hasbecomeincompetenttoactasa . oxommendations

pilot, it shall submit to the Authority acopy of therecord of theinquiry andits 1o Authority.
findingsand recommendeationsin respect of theinquiry.

2 The Authority may, after considering the findings and
recommendationsof the Pilotage Committee, suspend or cancel thelicence of
such pilot, or impose such other punishment asthe Authority may think fit.

3 Any pilot whoisaggrieved by any decison of the Authority made
under subsection (2), may within fourteen daysfrom thedate of such decision
appedl totheMinister whosedecison shall befinal.

62.  Themaster or owner of aship navigatinginthecircumstancesinwhich  Liability of the
pilotageis compulsory shall be answerablefor any lossor damagecausedby ~— master or owner
the ship or by any faultin thenavigation of the shipinthesamemanner asit " necaseora

e ship under
would if pilotagewere not compulsory. pilotage.

63.-(1) A pilot who hasgivenabondinaccordancewith subsection (2) shall  Limitationsto
not beliablefor neglect, want of kill or incapacity inofficebeyond thependty  pilot'sliability

of such bond and theamount payabletothe Authority on account of pilotagein ~ When bond is
respect of the voyagein which hewas engaged when hebecamesoliable. given.
2 Every pilot shal giveabondin the sum of onethousand dollars
infavor of the Authority for the proper performanceof hisdutiesunder thisPart
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Pilotage Com-
mittee and
Authority not
liablefor lossor
damage
occasioned by
pilots.

and of any regulations.

(3 Any bond by apilot in accordancewith thissection shall not be
liableto stamp duty.

4 Whereany proceedingsaretaken againgt apilot for any neglect,
want of skill or incapacity in officein respect of which hisliability islimited as
provided by this section, and other claimsare madein respect of the same
neglect, want of kill or incgpacity in office, the court inwhich such proceedings
aretaken may-

(@ determinetheamount of suchpilot’sliability and, upon payment
by him of such amount into court, distribute such amount
rateably amongtheseverd clamants;

(b) stay any proceedingspending in any other courtinrelationto
thesamematter; and

(¢) proceedinsuch manner and subject to such directionsasto
making personsinterested partiesto the proceedings, and as
totheexclusion of any claimantswho have not submitted their
clamswithinacertaintime, and asto requiring security from
such pilot, and asto payment of any costsasthe court thinks
fit.

64.-(1) Theissueof alicencetoapilot by the Pilotage Committee on behal f
of the Authority under section 59 shall not imposeany liability onthePilotage
Committeefor any lossor damage occas oned by any act, omission or default
of suchpilot.

2 Any pilot whilst engagedinany pilotageact shdl, notwithstanding
that he may be employed at asalary by the Authority, be deemed to bethe
servant only of the master or owner of the vessel under pilotage and the
Authority shall not beliablefor any loss or damage occasioned by any act,
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omission or default of such pilot.

65.-(1) Any proceedingsaffecting pilotsunder thisAct or any regulationsshall
be determined by ajudge of the Supreme Court and such judge shall call upon
two personswith nautical experienceto sit with him asassessorsin any such
proceedings.

2 The Supreme Court shdl have power to regul ateany proceedings
which have beenreferred to it under thissection.

PART VIII
Soecial Provisionsin Relation to Ports

66.  Themaster of any shiparrivinginaport shall producetoan
authorised officer-

(@ theship'sregister andtheship’spapers,

(b) alistof thepassengers, if any, showing particularsof their
sex and occupation;

(o) alistshowingthedetails, if any, of any incident which has
occurred during thevoyage;

(d) alistshowingthestowaways, if any, ontheship,

and shall also supply such other information inrelation to the ship, passengers
and cargo thereof, as such officersmay reasonably require.

67. Notwithstanding the provisionsof any regulations made under section
74, the Ports Commissioner or aport manager may-

(@ directwhereany shipshall be berthed, moored or anchored

Proceedingsin
respect of pilots.

Master to

supply
information.

Power of Ports
Commissionerin
relation to ships.
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(b)

17of 1978. (©

2

within the port and the approachesto the port;

direct the removal of any ship from any berth, station or
anchorageto another berth, station or anchorage and thetime
withinwhich such removal isto beeffected within the port
and approachesto the port;

regul atethemoving of shipswithinthe port and thegpproaches
totheport.

In caseof any refusal or neglect or of any failureto comply

with any direction given under subsection (1), the Authority may, without
prejudiceto any proceedingsbeing instituted against any person, causeto be
doneall such actsasareinitsopinion reasonableor necessary for the purpose
of carrying out such measuresasit considers proper and necessary for such

pUrpOSES.

3)

All expensesincurredin doing such actsshal bepaid and borne

by the person or persons so offending.

Powerinrespect ~ 68.-(1) ThePorts Commissioner or aport manager may-

to wrecks, €etc.

@

()

©

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

remove any wreck in or other obstructionto aport or its
approaches, or any timber, raft or other thing floatingina
port, which endangers, or obstructsor islikely to endanger
or obstruct the free navigation of the port or the use of any
dock or wharf therein;

inthecase of urgent necessity, takeany actioninaport which
inhisopinion may be necessary, to prevent any danger of life
orlimb;

enter uponany shipor intoany buildinginaportif itisnecessary
for himto do sointhe performanceof any duty under thisAct
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or any regulationsor if hehasreasonablegroundsfor believing
that an offence against thisAct or any regul ations hasbeen, or
isabout to be, committed.

2 The owner of any wreck or other thing removed by the Ports
Commissioner or aport manager under the provisions of subsection (1) (a)
shall, without prejudiceto any other action which may betaken against him, be
liableto pay the reasonable expenses of such removal. Such wreck or other
thing shal bedetained by the Ports Commissioner or aport manager until such
expensesand customs duties, dues or charges payablein respect thereof are

paid.

3 Whereany wreck or thingisremoved under subsection (1) (a)
and the expenses of removal have not been paid within seven days of such
removal, the Ports Commissioner or aport manager may cause such wreck or
thing to be sold by public auction and shall, out of the proceeds of the sale,
retain the amount necessary to meet the expenses of such removal, detention
and sale and any customsduty, dues or charges payablein respect thereof and
shall retain thebalance, if any, to the person appearing to himto beentitled.

69.-(1) Intheevent of firebreaking out onboard any shipintheport, thePorts  Fire on board
Commissioner or port manager may proceed on board such shipwithsuch ~ ships.
assistance or personsasto him seemsfit, and may give such ordersasto him

seem necessary for scuttling such ship, or for removing such ship or any other

ship to such place asto him seemsproper to prevent in either case danger to

other shipsandfor thetaking of any other measuresthat gppear to him expedient

for the protection of lifeor property.

2 If such ordersarenot forthwith carried out by the master of such
ship the Ports Commissioner or aport manager may himself proceedto carry
theminto effect.

3 Any expensesincurred in the exercise of the powersconferred
by subsections(1) and (2) shdl berecoverablefrom the master or owner of the
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Accidents.

Liability for
demurrage.

Execution of
orders.

ship concerned asacivil debt.
70.-(1) Where any accident occursin any port, then if that accident-

(@) isattended, orisof akind usudly attended, withlossof human
life or with seriousinjury to person or property;

(b) involvesany collision betweenships;
(c) isof suchother kind asthe Minister may specify,

the Ports Commissioner or aport manager shall, assoon aspracticable, give
notice of the occurrence of the accident to the Minister.

2 The Ports Commissioner or aport manager may order such
inquiry into any accident which occursinany port ashemay think fit and shall
order suchinquiry asthe Minister thinksfit into any such accident when so
required by theMinister.

(3) ThePortsCommissoner or aport manager shal submit areport
totheMinister onany accidentinquiredinto setting out, inter alia, the probable
cause of such accident and the steps, if any, which have been taken or he has
directed shall betaken with aview to avoiding arepetition thereof.

4 The Ports Commissioner or aport manager shall maketo the
Minigter areturn, insuchformand at suchintervalsastheMinister may direct,
of dl accidentsoccurringin any port, whether or not such accident isattended
withinjury to any person.

71.  TheAuthority shal not beliablefor any demurragewhich may occur
or be dueon any ship, however such demurrage may have been caused.

72.-(1) All acts, ordersor directionsunder thisPart or regul ations hereunder
authorised to bedoneor given by aparticular officer of the Authority may be
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doneor given by any other officer of the Authority authorised inwriting in that
behdlf.

2 Any person authorised to do any such act may call to hisaid
such assistance asisnecessary.

73.  TheAuthority shal not beliablefor any act, omissionor default of the  Non-liability of

Ports Commissioner or aport manager. Ports
Commissioner.

74.-(1) TheAuthority may, withtheapprova of theMinister, makeregulations ~ Regulations.

generally with respect to the mai ntenance, control and management of the port

and the approachesthereto, the services performed, the lighthouses and other

facilitiesprovided by the Authority for themaintenance of order onany premises

used by or for the purposes of the Authority, or inany ship or vehicleused by or

for the purposes of the Authority and for the carrying out of the provisionsof

thisAct, and without prejudiceto the generality of theforegoing, may make

regul ationswith respect to-

(@ theproper control and maintenance of theforeshoresof any
port and the entrancesthereof;

(b) thecontrol of al personsand vehicleson any such premises;

() regulating, controlling and prohibiting thedoing or omission of
any thing or classof thingwithintheboundariesof theport at all
times,

(d) theregulation, restriction and control (without prejudicetothe
conduct of navigation) of the depositing of any substance,
solid matter, article or thing that cause pollution of the port, or

any port;
() theregulationof traffic and navigation of shipswithinthelimits
and approachesto aport;
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(f)

()

(h)

()

@)

(K)

()

(m)

(n)

theregulation of themode and place of mooring, anchoring
and berthing of ships;

theprotection of shipsand cargoesandtheremovad, destruction,
sdeor abandonment of stranded shipsand their cargoeswhich
obstruct or arelikely to obstruct thefairway of any port;

the examination, licencing, dutiesand obligationsand the
conduct and discipline of pilotsand the chargesto bepaid for

pilotage;

theregulation of thetime, places, order and mode of shipping,
unshipping, loading, warehousing, storing and the depositing
of goods,

thefixing of duesand chargespayablein respect of any ship,
with different chargesbeing applicablein respect of different
shipsor classesof ships;

thefixing of thechargespayablein connectionwiththecarriage
or warehousing of goodsand for any service performed by
the Authority;

thefixing of the scale of charges payablein respect of any
other service performed by the Authority;

thelicensing of shipping agents, customs brokers, landing
agents, forwarding agents, baggage and parcel agents, porters,
contractorsfor suppliesand victualling and other persons
concernedinor engagedin performing any work in connection
withthe port;

thecollection and collation of statistical dataand other matters
incidental thereto concerning any portin Belize.

No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of

REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
the Government of Belize.



Belize Port Authority [CAP.233 =1

2 The Authority shall, with the approval of the Minister, make  170f 1978.
regulationsgenerally for the conveyance, loading, discharging and storage of
dangerous goods within the limits of the port, and without prejudiceto the
generdity of theforegoing, may-

(@ makeregulationswith respect to-
0] the classification of goodsas dangerous goods;

(i) theregulation of the navigation and place of berthing of
shipscarrying dangerousgoods;

(i)  theregulating and control of landing, loading and
discharging dangerousgoods;

(iv)  theprohibition of the conveyance of any kind of
dangerousgoodswith any other kind of goods, articles
or substances,

v) the prohibition of thel oading or discharging of dangerous
goodsat placeswithin the control of the Authority in
caseswhere such loading or discharging appears
specially dangeroustothepublic;

(vi)  thefixingof placesandtimesat which dangerousgoods
areto beloaded and the quantity to beloaded or dis-
charged at any onetime;

(vii)  theregulation of the mode and the precautionsto be
observed in conveying or keeping dangerous goods
and intheloading or discharging of them;

(viii)  theprotection, whether by meanssimilar tothoseabove
mentioned or not, of personsand property from danger
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generdly.

(3 Subject to the provisionsof any enactment rel ating to merchant
shipping, the Authority may, with thegpprova of the Minister, makeregulations

with respect to-

(@ thetaking of measuresfor theprevention of shipsfromleaving
any port if overloaded, improperly loaded, improperly found,
insufficiently manned or without quaified officersor engineers
or with anumber of passengersin excess of the number that
can be carried with reasonabl e safety, or if otherwise
unseaworthy;

(b) theexamination, certificationandlicensing of masters, mates
and engineers of tugs conducting shipsin and out of ports,
dredgesand light craft, and thelicencefees payablein respect
thereof;

(c) theingpection, licensing, registration or certification of ships,
ferries, tugs, launches, hulks, ferry boats, or other craft, the
chargesto be paid therefor and the number of passengersto
becarried therein.

4 The power of the Authority to make regulations under this
sectioninrelaionto any matter, shall not be construed to bein conflict with or
asderogatory from any other power conferred upon any other person under
thisAct or any regulationsto make provisionsin relation to any such matter in
any different manner.

(5) Notwithstanding anything enacted inany other law, regulations
may providethat any breach or contravention of any such regulationsshall be
punishableon summary conviction by afinenot exceeding fivehundred dollars
or by aterm of imprisonment not exceeding three months, or by both suchfine
and term of imprisonment.
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(6) Any regulaionsmadeunder thissection shdl besubject tonegative
resolution.

PART IX
Provisions Relating to Offences

75.  Any personwho unlawfully damagesor in any way interfereswith any
lighthouse, buoy, beacon or other property of the Authority insuch manner so
astoendanger thelifeof any person commitsan offenceandisliableon conviction
to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding ten years or afine not exceeding
twenty thousand dallars, or to both such fine and term of imprisonment.

76.  Any personwho, whileon duty of the Authority or upon any ship or
vehicleof the Authority, endangersthe safety of other persons-

(@ by contravening any of the provisionsof the Act;

(b) by contravening any lawful order, direction, or rulegivento
such person or madein respect of hisservice;

() by beingunder theinfluenceof acohoal; or
(d) by anyrashornegligent act,

commitsan offenceandisliable on summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
onethousand dollarsor to aterm of imprisonment not exceeding six months, or
to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

77.  Any personwhowithout lawful excuserefusesto obey any directions
lawfully given under section 69 or any regulaionsmadeunder Part V111 commits
an offenceand isliable on summary conviction to afine not exceeding five
hundred dollarsor to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding three months, or
to both such fineand term of imprisonment.
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Failureto employ
licensed pilot.

Master’sfailureto
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Master refusing
entry to author-
ised officer.

Evasion of dues
and charges.

False returns.

Demanding
improper account.

78. If any shipisnavigatedin circumstancesinwhich pilotageiscompul sory
and such shipisnot under the control of alicenced pilot, the master thereof
commitsan offenceand isliableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
fivehundred dollarsor in default of payment to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding threemonths.

79.  Any master who failsto comply with the provisionsof section 66 or
givesany informationwhichisfasecommitsan offenceandisliableon summary
convictionto afinenot exceeding fivehundred dollarsor in default of payment
toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding three months.

80.  Any master whowithout lawful excuserefusesto alow an authorised
officer to enter his ship in contravention of section 68 (1) (c) commitsan
offenceandisliableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding two hundred
andfifty dollarsor indefault of payment toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding
threemonths.

81l.  Any personwho by any meanseludesany duesor chargesleviable
under thisAct commitsan offenceandisliable on summary convictiontoa
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding six months, or to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

82.  Any personwho makes, either knowingly or recklessly, any statement
whichisfaseinany materid particular in any return, claim or any document
whichisrequired to be made under thisAct commitsan offenceandisligbleto
afinenot exceeding threethousand dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding two years, or to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

83.  Any personwhowithintent to defraud, demandsor receivesfromany
person delivering goodsfor carriage or warehousing by the Authority, or from
any other person making use of thefacilities provided by the Authority, any
greater or lesser amount than he should demand or receive shall on summary
conviction beliableto afineof fivehundred dollarsor to aterm of imprisonment
for aterm not exceeding three months, or to both such fine and term of
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imprisonment.

84.  Anypersonwho- Miscellaneous
offences.

(@ beingonany premises, ship or vehicleof the Authority-

0] refuseswhen called upon by an authorised officer,
policeofficer, or constableto give hisnameand
addressor givesafalse nameand addressfor the
purpose of avoiding aprosecution; or

(i) without lawful excuse, the proof whereof shdl lieon
him, dischargesany firearm or doesanything which
maly causeinjury to any person on such premisesor
uponsuchshipor vehicle; or

@iy  without lawful excusecontravenesany lawful direction
given by any authorised officer; or

(b) defacesthewriting onany board or notice authorised to be
maintai ned upon any premisesof the Authority or uponany
ship or vehicleused by the Authority; or

(c) damages, or without lawful authority interfereswith, any
property of the Authority; or

(d)  wilfully obgtructsany personinthedischargeof hisdutiesarisng
out of hisemployment withthe Authority;

() givesor offersto any other person money or money’sworth ~ 170of 1978.
for the purpose of avoiding payment of any sum duetothe
Authority,
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Placeof trial.

Ports Commis-
sioner may confer
power on officers.

commitsan offenceand isliableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding
twothousand dollarsor toimprisonment for aterm not exceeding twel vemonths,
or to both such fineand term of imprisonment.

85.-(1) Any personwho commitsan offence mentioned insection 75, 76 or
84 may bearrested without warrant by any authorised officer, police officer or
constable.

2 Any person who commits any offence against this Act or
regulations, other than an offence mentioned in subsection (1), may bearrested
by any authorised officer, policeofficer or constable, if-

(@ thereisareasonto believethat such personwill abscond;
or

(b) herefuseson demandto give hisname and address; or

(c) thereisreasontobelievethat thenameand addressgiven by
himisincorrect.

(3) Wherethereisreason to believethat such personwill not
abscond, if histrue name and address are ascertained, hemay bereleased on
hisexecuting abond without suretiesfor hisappearance beforeamagistrate
whenrequired.

86.  Any person charged with any offence againgt thisAct, other thanan
offence mentioned in section 75 or 81 may be proceeded against, tried and
punished in any placein which hemay bein custody for that offenceasif the
offencehasbeen committed in such place; and the offenceshall for the purposes
incidental thereto, be deemed to be committed in that place.

87.  ThePortsCommissioner or aport manager may, by noticeinwriting,
authorise any officer of the Authority to maintain order upon any premises
used by the Authority or any placein theport, or on any ship or vehicleused
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by or for the purposes of the Authority, and any officer so authorised shdl inthe
performanceof any such duty, havedl the powersand privilegesand protection
of apoliceofficer.

PART X

Legal Provisions
88.-(1) Notwithstanding anything contained inany enactment- Noticeclaims.

(@ nopersonshall beentitled to compensation for non-delivery
of thewhole of aconsignment of goods or of any separate
package forming part of such consignment accepted by the
Authority for carriage or warehousing unlessaclaminwriting,
giving such particularsasmay reasonably benecessary, isgiven
to the Ports Commissioner or aport manager within three
months of the date upon which such goodswere accepted by
the Authority;

(b) noperson shall be entitled to compensation for any goods
missing from aconsignment or for misdelivery of any goods
accepted by the Authority for carriage or warehousing unless-

0] the Ports Commissioner or aport manager isnotified
inwritingwithinfour daysof thedate uponwhich such
goodsweredelivered to the person entitled to take
delivery thereof; and

(i) aclaminwriting, giving such particularsasmay reason-
ably be necessary, isgiven to the Ports Commissioner
or port manager within one month of such date.

89.  Where, after thecommencement of thisAct, any actionor other legal  Limitations.
proceedingsiscommenced against the Authority for any act donein pursuance
of thisAct, or regulations or authority imposed or conferred by thisAct or any
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170f 1978.

Overpayment or
underpayment of
dues and charges.

regulations, or inrespect of any alleged neglect or default in the execution of
thisAct or such regulations or any such duty or authority, the following
provisonsshall havedirect effect notwithstanding anything contained in any
enactment, that isto say-

(@ theactionorlegd proceeding shal not be commenced until at
least onemonth after written notice containing the particulars
of theclaim and of intentionto commencetheactionor lega
proceedings has been served upon the Ports Commi ssioner
or aport manager by the plaintiff or hisagent;

(b) theactionorlegd proceedingshdl notlieor beindtituted unless
itiscommenced withintwelvemonthsnext after theact, neglect
or default complained of or, in case of acontinuing injury or
damage, within six monthsnext after the cessation thereof.

0. Notwithstanding anything tothe contrary inthisAct or any regulations
or inany other enactment, where any judgment or arbitration award hasbeen
obtained against the Authority in respect of anything done or omitted to be
doneunder the provisonsof thisAct inrespect of the Authority or itspurposes,
no execution or attachment or processin the nature thereof shall beissued
against the Authority, but such amountsasare by the order awarded against
the Authority shal bepaid by the Authority fromitsfundsto the person entitled
hereto, and no property of the Authority shall be seized or taken by any person
having by law power to attach or distrain property.

91.  Wheretheamount paidin respect of any duesand chargesisfoundto
beincorrect then, if suchamountis-

(@ overpad,thepersonwho overpaid any such amount thenis
entitled to arefund of theamount so overpaid;

17 of 1978. (b)  underpaid, theamount of such underpayment may becollected
from the person who made such payments.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Belize Port Authority [CAP.233 59

Provided that, notwithstanding anything contained in any enactment,
such overpayment or underpayment shall not berefunded or collected, asthe
casemay be, unlessnoticeinwriting containing such particularsasmay reasonably
be necessary isgiven-

(@  bythepersonclaiming such overpayment tothe PortsCommis-
sioner or aport manager; or

(b) by the Ports Commissioner or aport manager to the person
against whom theunderpayment isclaimed,

within six months after the goods were accepted or the servicesrendered, as
the case may be, by the Authority, so however, that where such underpayment
iscaused by information or description subsequently found to beincorrect,
such period of six months shall commencefrom the date of discovery by the
PortsCommissioner or aport manager of thecorrect information or description.

PART XI
Transfer of Assets, Liabilities, Functions, etc.

92.-(1) Uponthecommencement of thisAct- Transfer of

assets.
(@ dllandsof theCrownwithintheboundariesof theportsinthis  17of 1978
Act including thebed and shoresvested immediately before
the commencement of this Act inthe Government of Belize,
other than those exempted by the Minister by Order published
inthe Gazette, asrequired for use by the Customsand Excise
Department are hereby vested inthe Authority;

(b) dllights, buoys, beaconswithinthe boundariesof the said ports
arehereby transferred to the Authority;

() dlwarehouses, buildings, boats, machinery, plant, tools and
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other property whichimmediately beforethe commencement
of this Act were the property of the Government of Belize,
other than thoseexempted by theMinister by Order published
inthe Gazette, asrequired for use by the Customsand Excise
Department aretransferred to the Authority.

2 All rights, privilegesand advantagesand al the obligationsto
which, immediately beforethe commencement of thisAct, the Government
was entitled to or subject to, asthe case may be, are hereby transferred and
conferred or imposed on the Authority for the purposesof thisAct.

(3 A referencein any deed, contract, bond or security or other
document subsistingimmediately beforethe commencement of thisAct against
or infavour of the Government shall havefull forceand effect against or in
favour of the Authority and beenforceableasfully and effectually asif, instead
of the Government or any person acting on behalf thereof, the Authority had
been named therein and had been aparty thereto.

93.  Alllandsvestedinthe Authority at and after the commencement of
thisAct shal beexempted from any rateor impositionwhich any loca authority
shall have power but for thissectionto lawfully levy, or impose, but nothing
herein contained shall precludealocal authority fromlevying and collecting
rates, taxesand other lawful chargesin respect of land, housesand buildings
of the Authority leased and occupied for private purposes.

94, Notwithstanding anythingin the Income and Business Tax Act, the
income of the Authority shal not beliabletoincometax.

95, Notwithstanding any other provisionsof this Act and therepeal by
thisAct of any enactment, or any subsidiary legidation made under any such
enactment so reped ed, such subsidiary legidation shall remaininforceuntil it
has been revoked or replaced by regulations:
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Provided that the Minister may, by Order published in the Gazette,
vary, amend, extend or revoke such subsidiary legidation soremaininginforce
or any part ashethinksfit.

PART XII
Miscellaneous and General Powers

96.-(1) TheAuthority may, subject to standing orders made by theBoard, ~ Authority may
appoint personsto be constables. appoint
constables.

2 The constables so appointed shall be styled “ Port Constables’.

3 Every member of the Port Congtabulary shdl inthe performance
of hisdutieshave and exerciseall the powers, rights, privilegesand protection
and beliableto the sameresponsibilitiesand discipline of apoliceofficer.

97.-(1) If any warehouse of the Authority isapproved and appointed under  Bonded
any enactment in relation to customsfor thetimebeinginforce, the Authority ~ warehouse.
may givegeneral security by bond or otherwisefor the payment of the customs
dutiespayablein respect of goods stored in such bonded warehouse or for the

due exportation of such goods.

2 When such security hasbeen given by the Authority, no further
security shdl berequired by the Comptroller of Customsfrom any other persons
to the same effect.

(3 Nothing inthissection shall betaken however to absolve any
person who would have beenliableto pay dutiesfor paying any such duty ashe
could be compelled to pay in respect of any such goods.

98. Proceedingsfor offencesarising out of theprovisionsof thisActshall ~ Ports
beingtituted inwriting by the Ports Commissioner or aport manager or by any ~ Commissioner’s
officer duly authorised by himinwriting. Fiat.
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Authority.

99. Inany proceedingsfor any offence, the averment that such offence
wascommitted withinthelimitsof theport shall be sufficient without proof of
suchlimits, unlessthecontrary isproved.

100. Inadditiontoany other remedy givenunder thisAct, al dues, charges,
compensation, damages, costs, expenses or other sums dueto the Authority
under the provisionsof this Act may berecovered by the Authority asacivil
debt.

101.  Allfines, compensation, damages, costsor other sumsdirected to be
paid in respect of any offence, proceeding or matter arising out of the
performanceof thedutiesand powersand functionsof thisAct or any regulations
shall be paidinto the account of the Authority.
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